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Report of the Head of Economic Regeneration and Planning

2 August 2016

Provisional Tree Preservation Order  P17.7.4.617

Townhill Campus, Trinity St. Davids University, Pant y Celyn Road, 
Townhill, Swansea. 2016.

To consider the confirmation, as a full Order, of the provisional 
Tree Preservation Order 617: Townhill Campus, Trinity St. Davids 
University, Pant y Celyn Road, Townhill, Swansea. 2016.

Recommendation:  
That the Tree Preservation Order: Townhill Campus, Trinity St. 
Davids University, Pant y Celyn Road, Townhill, Swansea. 2016 be 
confirmed 

For Decision 

1. Introduction

1.1 The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was served on 1st March 2016 

2. Objections and Representations

2.1 One letter expressing an objection and eight letters of support were received 
within the minimum required consultation period.  Two further letters were 
received expressing no clear opinion.

2.2 The letter of objection was received from JCR Planning on behalf of the 
University of Wales Trinity St. David.

2.3 The objection to the trees at Townhill Campus being protected by the TPO are 
listed by JCR Planning as the following reasons:

 Improper service of the Tree Preservation Order
 Imprecise Nature of Tree Preservation Order
 Inappropriate Means of Tree Protection
 Development Plan Prejudice
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3 Appraisal

3.1 A provisional tree preservation order P17.7.4.617 has been placed on trees at 
Townhill Campus of Trinity St David’s University; the trees have been 
historically protected by virtue of being within an educational establishment 
that had few threats.  On the 26th February 2016 tree felling was reported to 
the Landscape Team; on investigation the work was being carried out in good 
faith for interests of health and safety.  However, the work had been specified 
by a contracting company and was, in the view of the Landscape Assistant 
(Arboriculturalist) overzealous.  The site has also been identified as a 
candidate site which will put pressure on the many fine trees present.  

3.2 The trees contribute significantly to local amenity in the immediate area and 
also can be viewed from further afield such as Oystermouth Road and the 
beach.  

3.3 It was deemed necessary to create a tree preservation order to ensure that 
any future work requires consent by the Authority thus protecting the amenity 
contribution the trees provide.

Improper service of the Tree Preservation Order

3.2 The TPO was served in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations 
and documented evidence is held on file that proves the correct 
documentation was delivered to the University.  Therefore the University’s 
interests have not been prejudiced.

Imprecise Nature of Tree Preservation Order
3.5 The TPO does cover all trees within the area specified. The objection is that 

areas within the designated area have no trees present. Where this is true 
there are no restrictions as to what the landowner can do. The order has no 
effect on areas of buildings paths etc. 

3.6 Shrubs and bushes are not protected by the TPO as they do not qualify for 
inclusion under the Regulations.

3.7 The area is clearly shown on the TPO map and at a scale that is clear and 
unambiguous.

3.8 At a site meeting with the land owner’s representative it was explained that 
the area designation was used due to the perceived threat to the trees and 
the need to place the trees under immediate protection. It was agreed that the 
TPO could subsequently be split into individual, group and woodland 
designations if a topographic plan that the University were commissioning, 
was provided to the Council.  This has not been forthcoming.
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Inappropriate Means of Tree Protection

3.9 The TPO was created after reports of healthy trees being felled were received 
from the public.  This was corroborated during a site visit made by the 
Councils Landscape Assistant (Arboriculturalist).  This is contrary to the 
statement in the objection that ‘the trees at the campus are certainly not under 
threat’.

3.10 Tree felling controls under the Forestry Act 1964 is not the same as the 
controls of a tree preservation order; otherwise there would not be the need 
for both types of statutory control.

Development Plan Prejudice

3.11 All Local Development Plan candidate sites that have trees present have the 
same constraints whether protected by TPO or not.  All trees within a 
development site should be considered a constraint and assessed using the 
guidance in ‘BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
construction – Recommendations’.

 
3.12 The site has been allocated in the LDP and can be objected to with alternative 

sites recommended.  However, its allocation indicates that the LPA is content 
with any site constraints.  Although the TPO has been created since the LDP 
Report was written, the trees and their biodiversity value were identified as a 
constraint in the original process.

4. Recommendation

4.1 It is recommended that the Tree Preservation Order: P17.7.4.617. Townhill 
Campus, Trinity St. David’s University, Pant y Celyn Road, Townhill, 
Swansea. 2016, be confirmed without amendment.

Contact Officer: Alan Webster
Extension No: 5724
Date of Production: 15th July 2016

Appendices:
TPO 617
Letter of objection from JCR Planning dated 24th March 2016
Royal Mail proof of delivery
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